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©; OY I. Weit 
W, don we preach, warning every Man, and 
teaching every Man in all Wiſdom, that 
we may preſent every Man perfect in 
Cris Nan, | 7 | 


? THE N God high been pleaſed to ſet 
apart an Order of Men for the Sacred 


Function in all the holy Offices of Re- 
1. there needs no other Conſideration, but 
that of his infinite Wiſdom alone, to ſatisfy us of 


the Uſefalne/s of their Miniſtry; but that hath 


moreover abundantly appeared in the Succeſs of 
it, and that in no Part more eminently than in 


their Preaching. God manifeſted his Word thro? 


Preaching, Preaching Was the Means by which 


the Chriſtian Faith Was planted in all Nations, 
and as it hath been hi utherto, ſo it will be chiefly 
by the ſame Means preſerv'd and propagated. to 
the End of the World. 

And as the Preaching of the Apoſtles muſt evet 
be look'd upon as a Rule to all ſucceeding Paſtors 
of the Church, not only as it charges us with the 
Duty, but likewiſe dire&s us in the Diſcharge of 
it, it may be fit for us to obſerve the Account St. 


Haul here gives * the Apoſtles Preaching; the 
8B general 


ee 5 
moral Mater of which he reduces to two Heads, 
1 not ſparing 


* 1 1 
3 —2.— 3 
a Shes, and reaching them in all 


Wil om, 1. e. in all ſpiritual or r 7 7 Wiſdom, 
the Knowledge of Chriſt, and of all Chriſtian 

Duties. And the great End of their Preaching 
was to preſent every Man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus, or 

to bring every Man, if poſſible, to ferve God in that 
Holmets of Lite which > Chriſ hath preſcribed in 
his Goſpel, and which he himſelf exemplified in 
his own Life; whom, faith the Apoſtle, we preuch, 


warning every Man, and teaching every Man in all 


— . _ we way preſent every Man perfect in 


wr as hl may lead us to conſider the preſine 
Aa 


us, and che Ef. we may judge 


i wo have in Thy e, COR 
*, — 2 harattcr of che preſent 
in our Church. 


eee en zwe rk —— 
ought to in that 
Ne 7 or Miniftry 


And, Thirdh, Where we find our Succeſs not 
anfwerable to our Labour 0 enquire into che 
Reaſons of it. 
1ſt, To give ſome Charadter of the preſent 
Preaching #a our Church. 

Few who are any thing well affeted to the 
Church of Exgland pretend need of further re- 
forming the Preaching in it: tis ſuch at preſent, 
that I believe this Age could not be reconciled to 
„ 


It, 


220 aaa the manifit Uisfolnes of the plain 
cings , and moſt perſuaſive way of Preaching ndw in 

in this Church, will, we may believe be ο,j 
—— ; and ever, as at this Day, ne 


This perhaps may be more than will be cow. 


ed by ſuch as have been led into Prejudices againſt 
the —— Clergy, by deſigning Enemies to our 
Church; yet in giving a Character of the preſent 
Preaching in it, I might have ſet it higher, and 
with very good Authority, after the late 17 
_ of Sarum, who in his Diſcourſe of the Paftaral Care 
acknowledges a great deal more than I offer to 
fay, or might become me to offer on this Point 
He ſays, © Preaching has a paſſed thro many different 
© Forms among us ſince the Reformation, but without 
0 * flattering the preſent Age, or any Perfon nom alive tod 
much, 2 ad that it is ought of late t 
* much greater Perfection than it mas over before at 
* aug us, it is certainly brought nearer the Paitters 
* $#.Chry 2 has ſet, or perhaps carried beyoud it. 
Now as the late Biſbop of Sarum could never be 
charged with * be - __ the Church 
Eugland tos „ Ks to Judgment 
may find ſome Reverence among thoſe who are 
molt moderate in their Inelinations to the 
And to whar that Biſhop ſays of the Matter and 
Campoßtion of aur Sermons, I will venture to add, 
chat this Chatch has a great Advantage of all 
Cliurches wt gs wn Non 


2 r 
— * Y * mY E * * 7: 4 8 7 9 6 — * an * CO 


7A hee Bi ackres bo dope ba dice: 
fue they , 19 467 67 . NY: 227 ee 


fince the 


FC.77 * ; 
wſ 4 1 =” 2 Her N 


| n Ro tg 
er of Preaching among us, without any thing of * 
the Flutter and Noiſe of the foreign Way.. 
- 4Cuftom, the Power of which gives Laws even 
to Mens Fancy, and determines the Modes of Ad- 
dreſs, and preſcribes in the Decency of Geſtures. . 
Caſtom,Lſay,may be able to reconcile. Men abroad 
to their Manner of Preaching ;. but to s that 
torrens I rapida oratio, which they aim at as the 
Perfection of that Way, ſeems more like to ſhock. . 
and diſturb the Thoughts of a devout and conſi- 
dering Hearer, than to compoſe his Mind for the- 
Contemplation of any Divine Truth. | 
Inſtruction and Perſuaſion are certainly of a ſoft- 
er and more gentle Nature; May our Doctrine drop 
as the Rain, may our Speech diſtil as the Dem, as the 
ſmall Rain upon the tender Herb, and as the Showers - 
(not the Storms) upon the Graſs, Deut. 32. 2. 
When we ſee Men in their Preaching endea- 
vour to pour forth ſuch a Torrent of Words, with. 
all the Vehemence they are able, and all the 
Clatter they can make with their Action; unleſs 
it be uſed to chafe the Animal Spirits to a Warmth, 
that may be a natural means to greater Volubility 
of Speech, we may ſuſpect it to be done to no o- 
ther End but to amuſe the People, that an empty 
Diſcourſe may paſs leſs obſerved, and their a- 
bounding in Words in their Way of Preaching 
makes it too like the inſignificant Charity St: 
James condemns, when the Poor are ſent off with 
1 inſtead of thoſe Things that are needful to 
Can it be imagin'd that Chriſt preach'd his 
Sermon on the Mount with the like Impetuoſity 
in his Speaking, or in his Action? We can't ima: 
_ A gine 


gine any thing more improper;or mioreunſcemlys. = 
than it would be to read that Divine Diſcourſe to 
the People in ſuch a manner; a Diſcourſe that 
carries ſo much Weight in every Line of it, as 
ſeems plainly to demonſtrate the deliberate Man- 
ner in which it was ſpoken by the bleſſed Author. 
And may our Manner of Preaching in tllis pure 
Part of his-Churcli be ever like it; may it be ſo 
dieliberatèe as to offer what is ares pres So Conſi- 
_ deration of our Auditors, by giving a due Time 
to the Capacity of the People to take it; and 
withal ſo pathetical and affectionate, as to impreſs 
it as much as. poſſible on their Minds, in an enfor- 
cing Way, yet ſuch as is at the ſame time moſt 
ſolemn and Fompoſing to Mens Thoughts. 
2. I am in the next Place to give ſome Ac- 
count of the Succeſs: we may be reaſonably. 
thought to have in that Part of our Miniſtry, 
viz. in aur Freachingg. 

I have known ſome of Opinion tliat Preaching 
does little or no Good among us, of this Age, 
which I take to be a great Miſtake, and to be 
grounded on another that hatly been common 
almoſt to all Times, in thinking the preſent Ge- 
neration ever worſe than any before it; we hear 
of it as long ago as Solomon's Time, he in the Per- 
ſon of the Preacher takes notice of it in his Days, 
and ſpeaks of it as-a Weakneſs: in them that 
judged ſo, Eccleſ. 7. 10. T am ſure we dònt want 
publick Teſtimonies of the Goodneſs of this Age; 
{carce any Age hath produc'd more noble Deſigns 
of Piety and Charity than this, and we ſee many 
of them advanced by general Encouragement a- 
mong us. And in all populous Places of the Kin 


8 
dom 


to that we read of in the Time of 


0 5 . 
* "WA Churches full; "i 
aa few. who depart not from the Temple, who are 
conſtant at our Divine Service, at our Prayers 
and our Sermons, and where the Sacrament is 
Frequently adminiſtred, we ſee great Numbers of 
Communicants, and may obſerve ſome who ſcarce 
ever fail of receiving it Weekly, Where they have 
Opportunity, as in moſt of our Cathedrals, and 
in forge Churches of the City of London, and in 
divers other Places in the Kingdom. We have no 
reaſon therefore to believe the preſent Age ſo 
bad, or to conclude from any ſuch s ition 
that Preaching does but little Good, I rather be- 
lieve it does a great deal of Good, and hinders a 
great deal of Evil, and that it does in a very * . 
eee ene Religion among us. 
When Chriſt gave that Grid Charge to St. 
Peter, and in him to all Pefors-in his Church, to 
feed his Lambs, and repeated the Charge over and 
over again to the third time, as it ſtrangly enſor- 
ced the Commandment to his Minaſters in the 
Church on their Part, ſo it ſtrongly implied tos 
that the People would have but little Inclination 
Of themſelves to their Spiritual Food, and would 
-uſe little or no Care about it if left to themſelees; 
and ſo it is, inſomuch that in this reſpect Hu- 
man Nature ſeems infected with a Piſeaſe like 


Great, hen the World was viſited — 
2 that raged alikke an all Parts; and 
as the Symptoms of the Diſeaſe ave deſeribed, 
Sis — ſeized With a Deadneis:oB their _— | 
Tits, and an Inclinatien te 1 ch 
chey grow orga ll eings ad nel Car 


was 


TP OG 
was taken to feed chem they ſtarv d tliemſelbes 
to Death. And how like to this would be the 
Caſe with reſpect to me. if Men were 

not often awakned* to a ter Senſe of it by 
Preaching, how ſoon would they come to ſuch a 
ö — as to grow” forgetful of all Concern- 
ments of their Sole, and araindfal of thei ſpi- 
| ritual Food, had they no Paſtors apppinted*fo - 
give them their Portion of Meat in dhe Seaſon !* 
Where there is no Viſion the People periſh, Pro. 29. 
1B. Bur then if preaching does a great deal of. 
Good, tis certain it may do a great deal more; 
and why it does not, is generally made matter 
of Wonder, rather than of any particular, and 
ſtrict Enquiry ; but this Was what. propos d to- 
eome to. | 
Where we find our pn not anſwerable e 
to our Labours, to enquire into tlie Reaſons of it. 
I know: it is common without locking any fur- 
rhe: for. a. Reaſon, to account it the Preachers 
— fe he hath no greater Succeſs in his Preach-- 
— Ae as if it could be owing to nothing but the 
eakneſs of the Miniſter, that he is no more 
Tres g in his Miniſtry; but that muſt be ac- 
to be an over haſty Concluſion, when 
ve reflect, how the inward Operation of Gods 
Holy Spirit is too often rendered of no Effect h 5 
the Obſtinacy of their Wills, who reſiſt the Holy 


G 

| eme own there may be ſome dlerener in Diſ. 

courſes from the Pulpit, but I believe there's a 

great deal more'in the Temper and Diſpoſition 

ef Men to receive them. There is no Sermon, it 

may be ſo indifferent, but may do good on ſome 
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bor other of the Audience; and on the other hand, 
none was ever ſo good, as to affect every one that 
heard it; nor is that ever to be expected, ſince 
the Diſcourſes o our Bleſſed Saviour did not, as 
-he tells us, where he ſpea ls of many of his Au- 
-ditors, and fays, that ſeeing they fee not, and 
hearing they here not, neither do they under- 
ſtand, and then gives the Reaſon of it; for this 
Peoples Heart is waxed groſs; and afterwards turn- 
ing to his Diſciples, he ſays to them, bleſſed are 
your Eyes for they ſæe, and your, Ears for they hear. 
And ' tis e in the Diſpoſition of Men 
to hear the Word, that Chriſt admoniſhes us of, 
When he ſays, the) that have Ears to hear, let them 
hear, and which he does in that peculiar manner 
repeat ſo often, to ſhew the great Importance of 
%% n PASS Stn Bot aur gp Gs | 
It were ealy to ſhew how a corrupt Will comes 
To exerciſe ſuch a Power over the Underſtanding, 
and Conſcience, as we ſee it does, when Men can 
avoid the Checks of Conſcience by declining to 
hear it, as Ahab did Michaiah, whom ;he. hated, 
becauſe he did. not prophecy Good concerning 
him but Evil; or if at any time they are prevail- 
ed with to conſult their Conſcience, they can 
treat it as he did that Prophet, i. e. ſhut it up in 
cloſer Confinement, and then go on to your Ruin, 
without any regard to it, 
IT hbe Variety of Expreſſion, that is uſed in the 
Holy Seriptures, to ſet forth the various manner, 
in which Men neglect, or reject the Grace of 
God, does diſtinctly ſhew the ſeveral Degrees in 
Which they uſe this Power of their Will againſt 
His Grace. As the ut enclining the Ear to hear, 


7 9 to: 3 7.5 * 


Ngnifies their careleſs Neglect of the firſt Ten- 
'ders of God's Grace; the refaſing to hear implies 
a more direct Denial given to the frequent Ap« 
plication of God's Holy Spirit to their Minds, and 
their //opping of their Ears that they may not hear, 
expreſſes the moſt obſtinate Averſion of an obdu- 
rate Heart to all Solicitations of the Holy Spirit. 
And this makes it manifeſt, that when Men are 
not wrought on by any Means we can uſe, it 
may be owing not to the Inſufficiency of the 
Means, or to the want of ſufficient Offers of Gods 
Grace, but to their vat accepting it, to their refi- 
ſong it, to their ffriwiug againſt it, and reſiſting it 
with invincible Olſtina f. | 

Now what has been already faid, opens a 
View for us to ſee a great way into the reaſon of 
many Mens edifying no more by Sermons: - - 

may come to hear them in a State of Mind 
andiſpos'd to profit by them, as muſt render all 
their hearing of no Effect. Hiſt, therefore if 
Men would be the better for the Sermons they 
hear, they muſt come better prepar'd to heat 
them. And that I may be as particular as I can, 
I ſhall confider the Preparation I conceive to be 
ſo mach wanting, both as Habitual and Actual. 
By the Preparation I call Habitual is to be un- 
derſtood that Temper of Mind, which is of it 
ſelf in general, well difpoſed to receive Inftru- 
Aion and good Impreſſions by hearing the Word. 
Whereas the Actual Preparation conſiſts in a due 
Care ſo to compoſe a Mans Thoughts and Af. 
fections before he goes to Church, as to receive 
the Inſtruction there deliver'd with the greater 
Facility. The fir is as =_ natural es 
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of the Ground that is to be ſowed, or that good 
State of the Land to which it may have been im- 
proved by a Courſe of Husbandry : The ſecond; 
is as the dreſſing. and preparing that Land for: 
ſowing; which muſt be done to make it fit to 
take its Seed; and where either of theſe is want-- 
ing, there is but little Hopes of any Increaſe ; but: 
where there is neither one nor the other, we may 
expect as well to reap where we have not ſown,. 
as to ſee any Fruits of our Labours. 3 
But this had need be ſhewn ſtill more particu- 
larly, in a mare diſtin Conſideration of the ſe- 
veral Obſtructions of either Kind, which may, 
more or leſs, hinder the Edification of many of. 
our Hearers, who may not themſelves be ſenſible 
how unqualified they are to edifie by. the Sermons 
they hear. | 
I will firſt therefore conſider the. ſeveral Re- 
ſpects, in which Men may want the neceſlary: 
Habitual Diſpoſition to. receive. InſtruQtion or 
good Impreſſions. | 
Before we can hope to reap any Benefit 
from what we hear, the Heart muſt firſt; 
be affected with it. And tho' moſt of us 
know too. little of our own Hearts in parti- 
cular, yet we ſeem to underſtand the Heart of 
Man in general well enough, with all its Incli- 
nations, and natural Propenſion to the Pleaſures of 
Senſe: we know the Byaſs always draws that 
way, and. we are ſenſible how the frequent gra- 
e "ag Inclinations does feed, nouriſh, and 
ſtrengthen them, ſo that they grow more and 
more upon us, till by Degrees they come to u- 
ſurp all the Power of the Heart; and a Man may 
ſuffer his Luſts to get ſuch an abſolute Dominion 
8 over 


over him, as to have his Heart intifely in tlieit 
Poſſe ſſion; ſo that he ſhall not ſee or mind any 
thing but the Objects they preſent to him; he 
ſhall hearken to nothing but their Suggeſtions, 
and ſhall be deaf to all that is offered againſt 
them; in ſuch Bondage are the Servants to Sin. 
Now I leave it to be conſidered how general thr 
Obſtruction to Edification may be in different 
Degrees, and Meaſures; as Men may have 
brought themſelves under the Power of ſome one 
— Luſt, or their Hearts may be ſhared by 

ſeveral that reign in them. } 2: 
2. As the Men TI have been ſpeaking of are 
bent againſt the Righteouſneſs we preach, by 
Luſts that are moſt averſe to it; ſo, among ſuch 
as may be better enclined to receive Impreſſions 
of Religion, we find ſome not ſo capable of In- 
ſtruction as others; they have been brought up 
in ſo much Ignorance, and are ſo unacquainted 
With the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, that 
they can make but little of the plaineſt Sermon 
that is preached. It 1s not eaſy to be imagin'd 
how groſs this Ignorance is found to be in ſome 
of the very meaneſt of the ordinary People, who 
live in the wilder Parts of the Country, and 
remoteſt from their Church: ſome among 
them have not been taught to read; and there 
are not a few, who having never been taught any 
thing of a Catechiſin, know very little of the fun- 
damental Principles of Chriſtianity, or of the 
Terms we uſe in diſcourſing of them, and which 
muſt be uſed in Divinity, as the Technical Terms 
in other Sciences, and muſt run thro? all Diſcour- 
fes of Religion, ſuch as Faith, Grace, Regeneration, 
| C2 Adoption, 


66229 


Eq bene, the Fleſh, the Spirit, and he like, by 


which we expres many of the principal Things- 


in Religion ; TY might put in Mediator, as a 
Word not underſtood among many of them; 


and then certainly they muſt be very ill qualified 


to receive much Benefit by any Diſcourſe from- 
the Pulpit, their Ignorance is too like the 


Darkneſs, in which the ordinary Helps (Fire and 


Candle) figntfied nothing, as is related by the Au- 


thor of the Book of Wiſdom, no Pumer of the Fine 


might give them Light, Wild. 17. 5. It is alſo like it 


in that moſt remarkable Circumſtance, that their 
Neighbours who have been bred up more in the 
Knowledge of Religion, have at the lame time. 


Light in their Dwellings. 


Should one of us go: to-bear a Lecture in any 


Science, whereof he underſtood nothing of the: 


Elements, or firſt Principles, what could he make 


of it? he would underſtand but little of the Mat- 
ter or of the Language; he would not be able to- 


comprehend much of the Matter, which would be: 
made up of the various Relations and Confequen- 


ces which flow from Principles he knew nothing 


\ 


of; and he muſt be at a Loſs to make any thing, 


of the Language, when the proper Terms in that 
Science, of which he is altogether ignorant, muſt 
be ſo ſignificant a Part of it, that without them 
all the reſt would amount to nothing. 

Or to ſhew this plain ee e ry Hear- 
er, in a very common and familiar Caſe. A C7229 
who knows nothing of the Buſineſs of the Coun- 


try, will be little the wiſer for hearing a Hasband- 
man talk of Plowing and Sowing, when he is alto- 
gether —— Wich the moſt general _ 

cCiples 


man uſes in thoſe Parts of it; but to him who has 
deen bred up in the nies ye Uſe of them;. 
nothing is plainer than the Counttyman's Dif- 
courfe ; on the other hand the Husbandman 
would be as mnch at a Loſs to underſtand the CE 
tzen in his Difcourfe of Trade. 
Mere Children bred up in the Knowledge of 
the fundamental Principles of Chriftianity, by be- 
ing well inftructed in the Caterhiſm, they would 
eafily proceed to underftand the Scriptures, (and 
that too would be a — Encouragement to the 
frequent reading of them) for what are the Scrip= 
tures but a larger Catechifm ? And what is the 
Catechiſm bur a fhort of ſummary Account of the 
Doctrine of the Scriptures *- And if they hat thus. 
attain d to a competent Knowledge of the funda- 
mental Doctrines of Chriſtianity, how'muſt' it 
open their Underſtanding to comprettend'what is 
preach'd in conſequence of them, or with reſati- 
on to them! And hen in this way they had got 
_ 2 clear Notion of thoſe Terms that, as has been 
faid, muſt run thro? all Difcourſes of Religion, and 
without underſtanding of which it's impoſfible to 
have any juſt Notion of the Doctrines wherein 
they are uſed, kow intelligible, how eaſy would 
this make Sermons to them! And how 'wortd 
one Degree of Knowledge lead to another, and 
every Improvement. advance towards a greater! 
And how might their Knowledge in Religion be 
every Day more extended and enlarge? by theſe 
Means! And it hath been thro” the want of this 
Method of Inſtruction, or its nor being duly uſed, 
that fome of the common People have been 


drawn 


drawn away from the Church, and have gone 


over to the Diſſenters; for he that walketh in Dark- 
neſs knoweth not whither he goeth. Their Numbers 
we ſee are made up chiefſy of the moſt illiterate 
Part of the People, and were they, as they might 
be by the means of catechiſing, well inſtructed and 
ſettled in the Principles of true Religion, our Se- 
ctaries might find themſelves obliged to compaſs 


o 


Sea and Land to make one Proſelyte. . 
The Neglect of training up Children in the 
Knowledge and Practice of Religion does very 
much blaſt our Hopes of preſenting every Man per- 
felt in Chriſt Jeſus; their editying by our Preach- 
ing depends, in the greateſt meaſure, on the firſt 
forming of their Minds when Children, in ſuch 
manner, that their Knowledge in Religion, and 
their Diſpoſition to it, may in their Youth grow 

up 7 advancing as it were Hand in Hand; 
their Underſtanding, as it improves, leading their 
Affections to higher Degrees of Chriſtian Piety, 
and their Afﬀections, when they are bent that way, 
leading their Under/{andipg. to greater Attain- 


ments in Chriſtian Knowledge. 
Parents ſhould begin very early with Children 
to infuſe into them the firſt Notices of a God, to 
poſſeſs their Minds with a Senſe of Duty to him, 
and a Fear of offending him, to break at firſt their 
corrupt Appetites, and to lead 'em by little and 
inſenſible Degrees into a Habit of hearkening to 
Inſtruction; how ſmall and inconſiderable ſoever 
the firſt Precepts may ſeem with which they be- 
Bn. th tutor their Infancy, they will, be found to 
be great in their Conſequence, they are the Seeds 
of Knowledge, Virtue and Piety, and if they be 
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Fee Gizin of Maſtand'Sced, they may 
come to be admired for the Greatneſs of 


che ſame in its Effect, in hindring all Edification 
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their 
Growth, when tliey are afterwards ſeen to extend 
their Influence over all the Actions of Men in 
their whole Courſe of LiſſGGGGeae. 

- The Duty of Catechiſing in publick, which is 


incumbent on Us, is not the leaſt Part of the Pa- 


ſtoral Care, but it muſt be the Care of Parents to 

prepare their Children for it, and what lies on 
Parents to do in it on their Part, is certainly the 
greateſt or very chief Point of the Paternal Duty. 
Among the People of I/r2e! how ſtrictly did God 
charge the Parents with the Care of well Princi- 
pling their Children in their Religion! See what 
Diligence they were charged to uſe in it, Deut. 6. 
And what can we think of Parents when we 


e them take no Care of their Childrens Princi- 


ples, when they ſo expoſe them to all the Errors 
and Impiety of the World? When they leave 
them on the Brink of that Torrent, and can be 


content only to ſtand and ſee what becomes of 
them, one would think they had not a Liberty 


of bringing up their Children in the true Religt- 


on; indeed when they are bred up in ſueh Igno- 


rance as becomes in a manner invincible in them 
when Men, (it rendring them, as we have ſeen; 
incapable of Improvement in the common Me- 
thods of Inſtruction) their Parents have grievouſl 
ſinned; in-that they have been brought up in 
much Blindneſs from their Birth © 
3. There is another Kind of Ignorance that is 
more general than that IJ have been ſpeaking of, 
which: tho? it ariſes not from the ſame Cauſe, is 


by 


yy Sermons, I mean that, which is commonly ob- 
Jeryed, of Mens knowing but little of themſelves, 
or the State of their own Souls, which is not to be 
imputed to any want of Underſtanding in them, 
or to their knowing no more of Religion, they 
may have a good Degree of that Knowledge in 
the general, but they beſtow, none of it on them- 
ſelves, they never commune with their own 
Hearts, nor make any Reflection on their own 
Lives, and they are ſo unacquainted with their 
own Failings, that when they hear us warning 
every Man, and teaching every Man, they ſcarce ever 
have themſelves in their Thoughts, and ſo apply 
nothing to their own Caſe, as they ſhould do, te 
A What they hear of any Uſe or Benefit to 
It may ſeem ſomewhat ſurpriſing to ſay moſt 
Men know leaſt of themſelves, and every one ab 
moſt knows another's State better than his own; 
and yet this muſt be allowed to be the general 
Caſe, if we conſider how every one diſcerns his 
Neiglbour's Failings or Imperfections, but lives in 
the molt profound Ignorance of his ow#; they ſee 
2 Blemiſh no bigger than a More in their Bro- 
ther's Rye, but there may be one as big as a Beam 
in their own and they never obſerve it; as if the 
Eyes of our Mind were, like thoſe of our Body, 
fram'd to look jrow our ſelves, and «pox others; 
Men are acquainted with all their Neighbours 
Failings as well as they ſhould be with their own, 
and they mind their own as little as they ſhould 
do their Neighbours; One Man ſoon finds out 
another's Infirmities, and that other his, whilſt nei- 
ther of them knows any thing of his own; many 
| cn 
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Men uſe ſo little Reflexion on themſelves, that they 
don't ſee their own Actions, they don't hear their own 
Words, and they are Strangers to their own Thoughts, 
they make ſo little Obſervation upon them ! And ſuch 
certainly look too little into their own Breaſts, to diſ- 
cover all the ſecret Paſſions which may be lurking 
there; Iam perſuaded there are many know more of 
the-remoteſt Parts of Europe, and what's doing there, 
than of what paſſes within their own Breaſts; their 
Obſervation is fo much Abroad, that they know bur 
little of what's done at Home. EH: | 
Now this general Ignorance of themſelves, and the 
State of their own Souls, is the reaſon Men never take 
to themſelves many Paſſages in a Sermon that would 
be very proper to their own Caſe, but they apply all 
to others, whom they know more of. Does the Prea- 
cher reprove ſuch a Vice? they preſently think it very 
appoſite to ſuch or ſuch aNeighbour,and that he would 
well to conſider it. Does he inſtruct them in thę na- 
ture of ſuch a Duty? this they think ſuch a one of 
their Acquaintance wants. Does he exhort them to the 
Practice of any Virtue? they ſay twould be well if 
Men would practiſe it more than they do. Thus al- 
ways overlooking themſelves and their own Caſe, they 
apply all they hear to others, where they ſee more 
occaſion for it. FCC 
Now this is for Men to hear for others, and not for 
themſelves, and if one Man could edify by another's 
hearing for him, much might be done; as Cures are 
ſaid to be wrought by a ſtrange Simpathy, when the 
Wound is heal'd by applying the Medicine to ſome- 
thing elſe, and not the Part affected; but where Men 
will not apply what they hear to themſelves, all Ad- 
monition and all Inſtruction muſt be loſt, it is ſhifted 
from one to another, and own'd'by no Body as be- 
longing to him, and ſo muſt fall to the Ground. 
ah, Beſides the habitual Diſpoſition that may be 
wanting to render Men more capable of being in- 
ſtructed, or receiving good Impreſſions by the Ser- 
mons they hear, there is great need alſo of an actual 
or ſpecial Preparation juſt before their going to 
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Church, as to put their Spirits in order to preſent. 
themſelves here before God, ſo to diſpoſe their Minds 
the better for hearing his holy Word, by taking time 
to diſcharge all Thoughts of their Worldly Concerns, 
either of the Buſineſs or Pleaſures of the World, or 
any of the vain Amuſements they may be accuſtam'd 
to, which are not to be diſmiſs d preſently, like our 
Servants, when we have done with them; twere well 
if we could command them as Abraham did his Ser- 
vants, to ſtand at a diſtance whilſt we went and wor- 
ſhip'd, but we don't find them ſo much at our Com- 
mand, it often requires ſome Time and Trouble to. 
get rid of them, and they will not leave us till we 
bring in another Set of Thoughts as it were to thruſt 
them out. 5 | p ps 

In the Sabbath God hallawed not only the Hours. 
of Divine Service, but the whole Day, that all worldly 
Buſineſs might be kept at a due diſtance from his ho- 
ly Worſhip, that it might not be ſuffer'd to come ſo 
near as to be in any Danger of mixing with it; nay, 
with the Fews the Day before the Sabbath was a Day 
of Preparation for it, and can it be thought altogether. 
unneedful with us to uſe one Hours Preparation for 
the publick Offices of Religion, that no Buſineſs of 
our Families, or any Thoughts of the World, may give 
Diſturbance to our Devotion, or interrupt our Atten- 
tion in the moſt ſolemn Acts of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on? unleſs Chriſtians can think their Obligations 
to Zeal and Devotion leſs than theirs in the Fewih 
Church, when we have ſo many Motives to it won- 
derfully exceeding all that were vouchſafed to them 
in the Moſaical Diſpenſation; and I fear it can't be 
ſaid to be common or general among Chriſtians to 
have their Minds ſo entirely ſequeſtred from the 
World, and always ſo well diſpoſed, as to make any 
ſuch Method of Preparation needleſs. 

The Miniſter's preaching the Word is by Chriſt 
himſelf liken'd to the Husbandman's ſowing his Seed, 
and allowing the Ground he is to ſow be tolerably 
good, yet if it ſhould not be dreſs'd and prepar'd-be- 
fore hand, and made fit for receiving the Seed, there 


wauld 
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would be very little Hopes of his ſeeing any Fruits 
of his Labour; it is our Lord's. own Compariſon; and 
coſiiſequently muſt be juſt, and I ſhall therefore inſiſt 
the more upon it to illuſtrate this Matter. We have 
the Parable Matt. 13. and where 'tis ſaid at the $th 
Verſe that the Seed which fell into good Ground 
brought forth Fruit in ſuch abundance, Grotins in his 
— of the good Ground obſerves, that it ſig- 
nifies not ofily the Goodneſs of the Land, but its 
being in good Order, well dreſs' d and prepar'd for 
ſowing. In terram bouum, 1. e. ſays he, cultam, aratam, 
ſarritam, where he expreſſes all the Husbandry that is 
uſed to prepare Land for receiving its Seed; and 
who does ever rely on the Goodneſs of any Soil for 
producing a Crop of Corn, unlefs it hath its proper 
dteſſing and ordering before the Seed be caſt into it? 
The Way ſide might be as good Ground as the other, 
but becauſe it was left untill'd for a Way, it could 
not let itt the Seed to be coyer'd or heaFd, but the 
Corn lay bare and unheal'd upon it, and the Fowls 
of the Air came and devour'd it up. We may as well 
ſow on ſtony Ground, or on a Rock, as on Ground 
that hath the greateſt Depth of Mould, if the Mould 
be not firſt turn'd up, open'd, and mellow'd, that it 
may be fit to take its Seed; and the Caſe is the ſame 
in — the Word, without a due Preparation for 
it; and if Men could be prevail'd on to allow them- 
ſelves a reaſonable Time for retiring to Reading and 
Meditation before their going to Church, chey would 
find themſelves in a much better Piſpoſition to hear 
the Sermen, and much more affected with it. 
As cold and indifferent as Men ſeem to be in Mat- 
ters of Religion, they do fetain ſome Senſe of the 
Need there is to prepare themſelves by Retirement 
and holy Meditat ions for the more worthy receiving 
the holy Sacrament; and I believe ſe or none pre- 
ſume to come to it without doing this in ſome mea- 
fire, aud I appeal to every Man's 6wn Experience, 
whether at fuck times he hath ret found the general 
State of his Mind rais to a more heavenly Temper, 
to higher ge I greater * 


of Spirit, and his Heart more inflamed with the Love: 
of God? And I appeal further to every Man's oẽ n 
Obſervation, whether in all the holy Offices of Re- 
ligion he does not at ſuch times feel his Mind affect 
1 with greater Reverence to them, and particularly 
whether he does not mind the Sermon more, and ap- 
ply it more to himſelf, and whether it does not more 
ſenſibly move and more intimately affect him on 
thoſe Days he goes to the Sacrament than uſually at 
other times? And ſince all will agree in their Anſwer 
that it is undeniably ſo, I would therefore intreat 
them to ask themſelves the Queſtion that naturally 
follows next, what ſhould make the difference? What 
ſhould do-it but the Preparation I have been ſpeaking 
of? by which Men come ſo much better diſpos'd 
than uſually to hear the Word. At other times the 
fame Perſons may have been ſuch Hearers as S. James 
deſcribes, like the Man beholding his natural Face in the 
Glaſs, who beholds himſelf and goeth his way, and ſtrait- 
way forgetteth what manner of Man he was. And this 
ſuggeſts to us another reaſon why many Men are ſo 
little the better for hearing the Word. | 1585 
2dh, Becauſe they think no more of it after they 
have heard it. 4 
When Men will not allow a little Time after they 
come from Church for Reflexion on what they have 
heard, they are like to make but forgetful Hearers. 
Who can remember what they give themſelves no. 
Time to think of? Or who can remember one thing 
they hear among a multitude of others, without re- 
collecting and reviewing it afterwards by it ſelf? we 
may as well have a laſting remembrance of a Face we 
ſee in a Crowd as we paſs by, but never reflect on af- 
terwards, as remember one thing we hear among o- 
thers in a continued Diſcourſe,, without conſidering 
it afterwards, which is taking and viewing it ſingly 
by it ſelf. es ig Jo 
But for the better Illuſtration of this Point, be 
leaſed to look once more on the parallel Caſe in 
— bracy Every Body knows it is not of leſs con- 
ſequence to heal the Seed after tis ſown, than to 2 
0 b and 
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-and order the: Ground for it before; there muſt be 
Time allow d. for the harrowing of it in, as well as for 
the ſowing it, and tis to no purpoſe to do one with- 
out the other, they had as good do neither as not do 
both, for otherwiſe the Fowls of the Air would come 

and devour all that was ſown; and ſo in this Caſe 

that is parallel to it; Chriſt hath told us that the wic- 
ked one cometh and catcheth away that which was fown in 

„„ dr. ooo ẽ N m!̃ ͤuU§itañ ct 
HBeſides, the revolving in our Minds what hath been 

diſconrs'd to us, generally ſtrikes more Light in upon 
them, and diſcoyers to us more than we ſaw in it at 
firſt, and our own Thoughts will enlarge upon it, and. 
that will fix all in our Minds; 'tis like looking on a 

Picture, we may ſee at the firſt Glance of the Eye 

whom or what it repreſents, but when the Piece is. 
ood, we may look upon it a long time together, and 

ill obſerve more and more to be taken notice of, we 
ſhall ſee more Likeneſs and more Life in it, and we 
ſhall hardly ever. forget that Piece on which we have 

made ſo much Obſervation. _ 8 

. 3dly, Where we ſee but little Edification by Ser- 
mons, there may be another principal Cauſe of it re- 
maining yet to be conſider'd, and that is Mens Neg- 
lect to pray to God for a Bleſſing on their hearing his 

Word preach'd to them; one may plant, and another 

may water, but tis God alone that giveth the Iacreaſe; 
and tho he be moſt liberal in his Cifts, yet have we 

no reaſon to expect he ſhould give them to us without 
our asking. F any Man lack Wiſdom, ſaith St. James, let 
him ask of God, that giveth to all Men liberally, and up- 
braideth not, and it ſhall be given. him. The Wiſdom the 

Apoſtle ſpeaks of is. that which is moſt truly ſo, the 

Wiſdom of the Divine Grace, which both enlightens 

the Underſtanding to diſcern our true Happineſs, and. 

enclines the Will to purſue it, the Wiſdom of ſerving 

God and ſaving our Souls, and the Means to which: 

he directs us for obtaining it, is to ask it of God by 

Prayer; but yet Men are not to underſtand by this, 

that upon their asking this Wiſdom of God, they 


ſhould depend on his giving it in any other way were 
| | at: 
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that of their uſing, and his bleſſing their uſe of, the 
ordinaty Means he hath appointed for obtaining it, 
ſuch as are reading and hearing tis holy Mort. 
And gcc dur Liturgy hath ſeveral Petiri- 
ons for imploring the Bleſſing of God on out hear- 
ing his Word; as in the Litany we beſeech God that 
it would pleaſe him to give us Tucreaſe of Grace to hear 
meekly his holy Mord, to receive it with pure Affection, 
and to bring forth the Fruits of the Spirit. And we pray 
again Muck in the fame manner in the Prayer for 


late brought up of High and Low Church, which in 
every Congregation muſt alienare the Minds of ſome 
part or other of the Audience from the Preacher, and 
then every Truth that does not favour the Intereſt 
Men have eſpouſed, may feem to them à hard Saying, 
and may incline them to walk no more with is. 
And now I have ſo far laid open the real Cauſes of 
many Mens edifying nv more than they do by the 
Sermons they hear, I wif! not wholly omit ſaying 
ſomething of what. I believe may be alleged by — 
others for another reaſon of it, and it is well if they 
don't make it the only one, when they can charge 
their Miniſter with leading a Life himfelf not an- 
: 5 ſwerable 
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ſweruble to his Preaching, this is made ſueh à Pre- 
/ } * tence, as if they were of Opinion they may be excu- 
ed if they mind not any Inſtruction that comes from 
Dim, or that they may anſwer all he ſays with that 


Saying, Phyfician cure thy ſelf ; but pray, would theſe 


by: Phyſician Who perhaps may neglect his own = 


calth? This ſome good Phyſicians have been 


knovn to do, and yet no Man has made that a Pre- 


all Pretences of that Kind, our Lord himſelf bath. 


left us his expreſs Determination in the Caſe, Mat. 23. 
At the beginning of that Chapter we find Chriſt 


| ſpeaking to the Malticude and to his Diſciples of the 
Seribes and Phariſees (the Teachers and Expounders 


of the Law, or the Preachers of that Time) in theſe 
Words, The Soribes and Phariſees fit in Moſes Seat, all 


| therefore whatſoever” they bid you obſerve, that obſerve 


and do, but do not ye after their Works, for they ſay and 
do not. In this Chapter you'll find our Saviour ſharp- 

er in his Reproof of the Scribes and, Phariſees, and 
denouncing more Woes ah pn" them; than any where 


again in the whole Sacred Hiſtory; but obſerve how 


be lays in this Caution at the very beginning, that 
what he was about to ſay of them might not be 


made uſe of for a Pretence to have the leſs Regard 


to their preaching or expounding the Law, and this 


was when the whole Order both of Seribes and Pha- 
reſees was grown ſo corrupt, that there was fcarce a 
good Man to be found amongſt them, and nothing 
like that hath ever been pretended to be ſaid of the 
Clergy of this Church; and then aſter ſo plain a Da- 


termination by Chriſt himſelf, ſhall any Chriſtian by? 
blaming the Lives of ſome Miniſters think 


to excuſe | 
himſelf in the Neglect of their Doctrine? He that is 
2 good ꝓreadber and an ill Liver, has reaſon to fear 
his own Preaching may riſe up in Judgment againſt 

him, and lie that hears ſuch a Man's Preaching, and 


_ owns it to be good, let him take care leſt it condemn: 
him tod for being an unprofitable Hearer of it, 


And 
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the 6 of | cara I 
= | nc 1 Kin nees in the Work of our Mini- „ 
= , wihichwemuſt ever expect co meet with.inſomrs” _ 2 
-* mieatfure oro r. on the Part of thoſe whoſe Edificas' © 
| tion "we! ute in gufl ſeveral Charges; I need not 
. ought eo labdur g remove them; to male 
1 our Study, and: ende avghrf in every way that is 
ä poſſible to prevail dn th Hear ig t practiſe tlie 
Meunt to greater Edificationgeyhich Mrunt, the ſeve- 3 
ra 8 33point out to them; | 
 abovbvall;cwre:Whocace the, Rfeachers of Righteaufmeſs) | 
muſt conſider our ſpecial Qbligatigns to! \an/exemplas. + ; 
5 8 glredeſneſi ;1 wie. muſt :condider:. What. a ſingular 5 
. | icknels of Lite is required in us not to give Of- 
| fence, hat the Miuiſtry be not blamed; it is not enough; © 
for us to live and do aur Puty tolerably ll, ara. = 
live like: others -who are allo d: to do ſo, the. ſame | 
Allowances: will never be made docus as to other 
Men; indeed there are never like to be wanting 
Men who will always find Matter of Cenſure in the 
Behaviour of the Clergy, unleſs they could become 
perfectly inſenſible to all the moſt innocent Pleaſures, 
-which Are condemn d in the Exceſß only in all others: 
beſides, unleſs whilſt: they have Bodies they could wx 
live as if they had none; but tho that be to carry 
the Duty of the Clergy beyond all manner of reaſon, 
or what Human Nature can bear, yet certainly they 
cannot excuſe themſelves who do not ſhew the holy 
Doctrine they preach exæmpliſied in their om Lives, 
and they that do ſo: tho” 9 ſore; Imperfection, 
may hope. God will have Compaſſion oh their Infir - 
mities; ande not deny them the ſame Mercy he hach * * 
made them Diſpenſers of t charge c mitting 
of Aru n ae re een „, 
th 
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